Accident Investigation - Assignment 2002

To be handed in to room M816 by Thursday the 10th of January 2002

The reaction time of a driver is difficult to estimate with any precision. The Highway Code suggests a reaction time of 0.68 seconds for an alert driver. Most accident investigators will say that such a reaction time is unrealistically short.

You are asked to review the research that has been carried out to determine reaction times in general and whether the research indicates any factors upon which reaction times may depend. For example, do reaction times vary with task, age, sex, fatigue, drugs and so on.

Your review should be presented in no more than 10 pages including references and diagrams.

Information can be found in the psychology and human behaviour sections of the library. A wealth of information is available on the internet. When using search engines, you will need to restrict your searches with key words. For example: +"reaction time" +driver +accident -"drag race" will find all those documents which contain the words 'reaction time', 'driver' and 'accident' but not 'drag race'.  

